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already surrendered some important cities, and it was
spreading. Well! the Kings were beaten. We re-
covered our own territory and carried into theirs the
invasion which they had begun against us. We con-
quered Belgium, and the left bank of the Rhine which
we joined then to ourselves, although at the begin-
ning of the war they forbade the division. We ex-
tended our preponderance and compelled those same
Kings to sue for peace. Do you know what govern-
ment secured and prepared those results ? A govern-
ment consisting of members of the Convention, of
furious Jacobins, wearing red caps, rough, woollen,
and sabots, living on coarse bread and bad beer, who
flung themselves on mattresses laid on the floor of
the place where they held their meetings when they
were worn out by extreme fatigue and long watch-
ings. Those were the men who saved France. I
was one of them, gentlemen; and here, as well as
in the Emperor's apartments which I am about to
enter, I am proud of it. ... Besides, let us wait
a little. Fortune is fickle; she has raised France
very high; sooner or later, who knows, she may cast
her down as low as she was in 1798. Then we shall
see if she will be saved by soothing measures, and
what will bo the good of decorations, embroideries,
feathers, and especially white silk stockings."

After thus speaking to the courtiers, Jean Bon
dined with Napoleon and Marie Louise. The Em-
peror's brow was dark and he seemed buried in
thought. He ate but little. Two or three times he